CIEM-DANIDA PROJECT

Strengthening Development Research and Policy Analysis of CIEM
Terms of Reference 

for National Consultants on Upgrading 
Web-based software 
The Context

CIEM is a government research institute under an umbrella of the Ministry of Planning and Investment. Main functions of the institute are: i) to undertake economic policy research and analysis in order to provide sound economic policy proposals to the government; ii) to expand international cooperations with other organisations in the areas of policy research and analysis, and; (iii) To perform information, documentation and publishing tasks that serve economic management, and to apply information technology for the development of e-databases and the dissemination of research and intellectual products. 

Currently, CIEM receives a grant support from DANIDA to undertake a project under the programme which entitled " Strengthening Development Research and Policy Analysis of CIEM". During the project's period from 2005-2009 and among others, DANIDA will support CIEM in undertaking various policy researches and providing appropriate policy recommendations on a range of research areas, and developing an open-accessed information center as a gateway for national and international information users to explore Vietnam’s economic panorama basing on available literatures.
- For the activity of developing an open-accessed information center, CIEM has cooperated with the Nordic Institute for Asian Studies (NIAS) to build and set up Vietnam Economic Portal which is a pool of papers and research products on Vietnam economy provided by national and international agencies and organizations.
To further develop the above Portal and catch up with rapid changes of technology advancement, CIEM will hire national consultants to fulfil the TOR as described below. 

Main Tasks of the National Consultants
The main tasks of national consultant(s) are as the following:

· To be responsible for providing advises on technical and security solutions for developing such bases, and responding with technical problems in timely basis. 

· To carry out regular check and to maintain the administration software of the 2 databases, the website and the portal. 

· To cooperate with Center for Information and Documentation of CIEM to update records, papers, news, and information provided by the center into the two databases, CIEM’s website, and the Portal, the updating must be fulfil within 1 day after requested.

· To ensure interfaces and the display of the databases, website, and portal as required by CIEM.
· To make report(s) on technical status and related recommendations regarding the software and other IT issues.
Outputs Products to be submitted by the consultant

The expected outputs of the assignment by the national consultant are as follows. 

· Proposals for related IT solutions to further support the two databases, CIEM’s website, and Vietnam Economic Portal.
· Presentations of the draft proposal to CIEM for comments.

· Well functioning web-based software to run and develop the above pages.

· A final report on the technical status of the pages. 

Qualifications and Experience

The IT consultant(s) should have 

· An advanced university degree in IT field.
· Specialised knowledge and extensive professional experience of information management, informatics programming, and graphic design.
Timing: January – August 2010. 
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